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Dear Sir,

We fully appreciate the letter regarding our manuscript 
entitled “Feasibility of serum pentosidine level as a po-
tential risk factor for osteoporotic vertebral compression 
fracture [1].” We thank you who carefully read our manu-
script and provided valuable comments.

Comment: Obtaining a serum pentosidine that shows 
an elevate level can provide an additional confirmation 
that substantiates the history, physical exam, and magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI). In addition there are a certain 
subset of patients where it may be difficult to determine 
the chronicity of the fracture on MRI and it is hard to de-
termine strictly based off of imaging. In these particular 
situations, obtaining a pentosidine serum level that shows 
increased levels may provide more evidence towards pos-
sibly doing the procedure.

Answer: Bone strength is determined by bone density 
and bone quality. Serum pentosidine can be considered 
a potential biomarker for identification of subjects with 
impaired bone quality and bone strength. Our article 

reported that serum pentosidine could be reflected bone 
quality and bone strength as a biomarker than the chro-
nicity of the fracture on MRI and it is hard to determine 
strictly based off of imaging. In the workup for patients 
with osteoporotic vertebral compression fracture, MRI is 
best method of evaluation as you mentioned.

Yours sincerely.
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